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WHICH TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET?

How Does Music 
Create More 
Responsible 
Production and 
Consumption?

DIGITAL SALES
One emerging practice is to 
ensure data centres storing 
music run on renewable energy, 
with Spotify committing their 
servers to Google Cloud, which 
runs sustainably. In 2019, they 
reduced their impact by 15m 
tonnes, according to their report.81 
However, they are still rated D in 
Greenpeace’s ClickClean ratings, 
so much more needs to be done.82

SUSTAINABLE 
SUPPLY CHAINS
In the UK, a number of music 
companies are bundling their 
office energy requirements via the 
independent trade association, 
negotiating a better rate with 
a green energy supplier. New 
technologies are creating 
greener vinyl manufacturing.

Where Has It Worked?

GREEN VINYL
The Green Vinyl Records Project is a collaboration 
between 8 Dutch institutions to make the vinyl 
manufacturing process cleaner, more efficient 
and environmentally friendly.83 Reducing plastic 
and energy usage during the moulding process 
is leading to cleaner, more efficient records, 
which is important as the global market for 
vinyl is increasing at a rate of 12% per year.

MUSIC WOOD CHARTER
As far back as 2010, Greenpeace alongside a number 
of guitar manufacturers has mandated sustainable 
logging practices under a ‘Music Wood Charter’ 
for their guitars, drums and other equipment.84

ECO TOILETS
Festival partnerships prior to COVID‑19, including 
one led by Shambala Festival in England, have 
pioneered water & waste free toilet facilities that 
function without being reliant on an electrical grid 
or wider waste management infrastructure.85

What Can We Do?

For music to help ensure 
sustainable consumption 
and production patterns, 
we must advocate 
for the following:

DEVELOP RESPONSIBLE 
MUSIC ECOSYSTEM 
PRODUCTION AND 
CONSUMPTION CHARTER
Everything is interconnected in 
music. From the concert we go 
to, to the headphones we use to 
listen to Spotify, to the offices 
and studios that house those that 
work to create and market music. 
Bundling together key targets 
across the music ecosystem, 
from live music to streaming, 
education provision to instrument 
manufacturing can provide greater 
transparency for customers to 
choose equipment and services by 
those who produce or disseminate 
music – or the instruments 
used to make it – responsibly.

The SDGs The SDGs

12.5

By 2030, substantially 
reduce waste 
generation through 
prevention, reduction, 
recycling and reuse.

12.8

By 2030, ensure that 
people everywhere have 
the relevant information 
and awareness for 
sustainable development 
and lifestyles in 
harmony with nature.
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Goal #13: 

Climate 
Action

What is the goal?  
Take urgent action to  
combat climate change  
and its impacts 

T
he

 S
D

G
s

here are a number of 
organisations leading the music 
industry’s response to the climate 

emergency. While many initiatives exist 
to reduce impact on the ground, the 
overarching change, especially in the 
capacity to reduce impact across live 
events and festivals, is being more than 
norm than the exception. From a coalition 
of festivals across Europe championing 
green energy,86 to organisations such 
as artist led Music Declares Emergency 
and NGOs Julie’s Bicycle or A Greener 
Festival, a number of active and engaged 
leaders are driving the music industry 
towards meeting COP26 targets. 

All of music’s multinationals have 
sustainability practices, each committing 
to reducing emissions across their supply 
chains. On Music Declares’ website, 
a number of initiatives are listed that 
music companies are taking to reduce 
their carbon output. The uniqueness of 
this is that the music’s industry reliance 
on combating climate change involves 
engaging with, and often changing, 
other sectors in order to meet their 
own objectives. From supplying one’s 
own food to satisfy green artist riders 
to keeping bees on rooftops of venues, 
switching to renewable energy to power 
servers that host music files or switching 
to sustainable cups at venues (and 
ensuring who one sources from are 
mitigating their impacts), music can be a 
substantial force to combat the greatest 
and more pressing issue of our time. 

T
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WHICH TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET?

Where Has It Worked?

MUSIC DECLARES EMERGENCY
Music Declares was started by a number of 
musicians in the UK and has since grown to over 
2,700 signatories, each committed to reducing 
their carbon output and accepting that we now 
live in a climate emergency. A number of guides 
have been produced on its website, depending 
on if one is a venue owner, music firm, musicians 
or fan, outlining different ways to reduce one’s 
carbon. The initiative has had a significant 
impact in Europe, leading to some of the most 
successful artists in the world changing their 
practices, including Billie Eilish (who has banned 
plastic bottles from her gigs) to Radiohead 
(who power their tour using green energy).

JULIE’S BICYCLE
Julie’s Bicycle is a UK based non‑for‑profit that 
has set up a Carbon Impact Calculator for the 
music and creative sectors, to advise on and 
support music companies to reduce their carbon 
impacts. Their work has led to a commitment 
from Arts Council England for grantees to submit 
carbon impact reports as part of their funding 
requirements and so far, over 50 large theatres, 
music venues and music organisations have 
gone through creative green certification.

For music to help combat climate 
change and its impacts, we must 
advocate for the following: 

ATTACH PUBLIC FUNDING 
TO CLIMATE ACTION
In most countries around the world, music is 
publicly funded in one way or another. In Canada, 
the government supports all sectors and structures 
of the value chain. In some countries, funding is 
restricted to building concert halls and teaching 
classical music. Regardless, all public support for 
music should be tied to better understanding, and 
changing, the supply chain that utilises that money. 
If instruments are purchased, they need to come 
from sustainable sources. Artists and companies 
receiving funding must demonstrate how they are 
reducing their impact. By pegging public funding 
to climate action, we can create real change.

STOP ALL PUBLIC INVESTMENT IN 
FIRMS WHO DO NOT TAKE ACTION
Many multinational and national firms receive 
tax incentives, direct funding and other research 
and development tax credits. Each of these 
firms, if receiving taxpayer money, should 
be required to undertake a climate audit. If 
they fail and do not address issues in due 
course, their support should be withdrawn. 

What Can We Do?

The SDGs The SDGs

13.2 

Integrate climate change 
measures into national 
policies, strategies 
and planning.

13.3

Improve education, 
awareness‑raising 
and human and 
institutional capacity 
on climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, 
impact reduction and 
early warning.

How Can Music 
Take Urgent 
Action to Combat 
Climate Change?

CROSS-INDUSTRY ALLIANCES
Festivals require a number 
of sectors to collaborate and 
produce a green event – from 
set up to take down – requires 
working to reduce carbon 
across transport, logistics, 
hospitality, energy and other 
sectors. By deconstructing the 
supply chain, as is being done, 
the music industry can reduce 
global impacts in a number of 
ways, to championing better 
food production (to supply 
to events) to switching to 
green energy (across venues, 
festivals and offices).

STANDARDISING 
CLIMATE POSITIVE 
PROCESS AS NORMAL
From green riders (ensuring no 
waste provisions are provided to 
artist and crew) to eliminating 
plastic cups at events and in 
studios and rehearsal spaces, 
to committing en masse to 
renewable energy, every nation 
should have guidance, led by 
its music sector, outlining steps 
to take to ensure the wider 
ecosystem is combating the 
climate emergency in all its forms 
and functions. No matter where 
music is heard, the environment 
around it should be sustainable 
and focused on renewables.

IMPORTANT NOTE
There are countless other examples of 
individual artists and companies using 
music, in one way or another, to either raise 
awareness of the climate emergency or take 
steps to reduce it. There should be an entire 
report dedicated to that, if one hasn’t been 
written. The objective is not just to use music 
as an output to raise awareness, but also use 
the expansiveness of music’s supply chain 
to deliver real change. Music can’t happen 
without many sectors working together. 
Starting with music can create real change. 
To start and recognise all the incredible 
agents of change, please visit  
www.musicxgreen.com, an incredible 
resource of companies making the 
world better, through music.
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Goal #14: 

Life Below 
Water

What is the goal?  
Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable 
development

T
he

 S
D

G
s

t may seen tangential, 
but there’s a number 
of ways that music 

can positively impact 
and support the delivery 
of SDG #14, Life Below 
Water. Music’s supply 
chain relies on sustaining 
and improving life in our 
rivers, lakes, seas and 
streams. From delivering 
water sources at music 
festivals and to feeding 
artists and their teams 
on tour, to using music to 
raise awareness for the 
targets of the goal, there’s 
a number of initiatives 
to learn from, replicate 
and promote to better 
understand the impact 
that life below water has 
on music, and vice‑versa.

Companies are 
creating more efficient 
manufacturing processes 
for vinyl records that 
use less water.87 While 
not one of the more 
direct Global Goals in 
which music can have an 
impact, it is important 
that all fish and seafood 
being served in venues, 
studios and other music 
spaces are responsibly 
sourced and that music 
continues to be used as 
a tool to raise awareness 
of the importance life 
below water for all of us.

I
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WHICH TARGET 
CAN WE MEET?

14.7 

By 2030, increase the 
economic benefits to Small 
Island developing States 
and least developed 
countries from the 
sustainable use of marine 
resources, including 
through sustainable 
management of fisheries, 
aquaculture and tourism.

How Does Music 
Impact Life 
Below Water?

ADVOCACY AND 
FUNDRAISING
For example, Billie Eilish provides 
refillable water stations at her 
shows and has prohibited bottled 
water on and off stage.88  
Canada’s Waterkeeper Alliance 
uses music to promote sustainable 
fishing and river keeping.89

RESPONSIBLE  
MUSIC TOURISM
There has been a significant 
increase in festivals on cruise 
ships, all of which are creating 
an impact below water that 
needs managing. While this is 
on the increase, there are calls 
to limit the amount of music 
festivals at sea, due to their 
potential impact. It is important 
that cruises featuring music 
are as sustainable as possible 
or the practice is ended.

Where Has It Worked?

WATER CONSERVATION PLAYLIST
A unique take on encouraging people to take shorter 
showers. A playlist was designed of songs under five 
minutes that one can sing to, to time people better 
and encourage them to take shorter showers. This 
resulted in a playlist from Pandora and Southern 
California’s Metropolitan Water District, of water 
themed songs to sing in the shower.90 While this was 
launched in 2015, the message rings true today.

MONTANA LIVE CONSERVATION FEST
While there are many examples of music being used 
to promote life below water, a group of activists 
in Bozeman, Montana USA took it a step further in 
2019, organised a Water Conservation Festival, using 
music, food, drink and beer to raise awareness of life 
below water. Proceeds from donations helped fund 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund of Montana.91

THE NILE PROJECT
A project using music to inform citizens and 
residents about how to best care for and protect 
the Nile River, through performances, talks and 
engagements.92

What Can We Do?

REVISED WATER POLICY 
CONCERNING LIVE MUSIC
No music event, no matter how large, should be 
selling bottled water in areas where potable water 
is available. Through initiatives like rCup, events can 
provide reusable cups.93 Such initiatives have to go 
venue by venue, city by city and be environmentally 
and fiscally sustainable. Policies need to be 
developed and infrastructure invested in, so clean 
water is available for venues (like households) 
to use, to minimise single‑use water products.

DEVELOP ISLAND MUSIC TOURISM PLANS
Working with organisations such as the Global Island 
Partnership, music can be used as a tool to promote 
sustainable island based tourism. From Jamaica’s 
usage of its UNESCO City of Music designation 
to Maluku Island in Indonesia being the home of 
the original Hawaiian guitar sound, programs can 
be created to develop revenue streams for small 
island nations, using music tourism, that can be 
reinvested in local communities, conservation and 
development. Currently no island music tourism 
framework exists. Such a policy to support life below 
water is an opportunity for all island nations to 
use their local cultural output more strategically.

The SDGs The SDGs
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Goal #15: 

Life on  
Land

What is the goal?  
Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation 
and halt biodiversity loss

T
he

 S
D

G
s

he city of Bristol in 
the UK released a 
One City SDG Plan 

in 2018, outlining hundreds 
of urban development 
targets to reach before 
2050 across each of 
the 17 Global Goals.94 
The objectives focused 
on improving the local 
environment, access to 
parkland and tree canopy. 
One goal was to provide 
a tracker for all residents 
to access environmental 
data by 2024. To achieve 
such a solution, one area 
that could be looked at as 
inspiration in the emerging 
green music festival 
sector, led by A Greener 
Festival. But this is only 
one example of music’s 
impact – and ability – to 
support life on land. 

From careful site selection 
for festivals to minimise 
environmental impact to 
widespread venue greening 
(urban gardens, rooftop 
beehives, composting and 
solar energy), a number of 
decisions made every day 
in music’s supply chain 
support, and can deliver 
on, the targets in SDG #15. 
Including music as a tool 
to promote conservation, 
endangered species and 
other issues continues 
to be a value add around 
the world, but it is music’s 
supply chain where the 
solutions can be found to 
inspire and influence. A 
festival is a small city, and 
a city can be a series of 
festivals. Thinking similarly 
can bring solutions for both.

T
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WHICH TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET?

15.6 

Promote fair and equitable 
sharing of the benefits 
arising from the utilization 
of genetic resources and 
promote appropriate 
access to such resources, 
as internationally agreed.

How Does Music 
Impact Life on Land?

MONITORING RESOURCES
Festivals are the solution 
incubators here, from MECA 
Brazil’s partnership with 
Togetherband95 to Turkey’s first 
ever sustainable music festival – 
from land sourcing to production, 
supply and consumption – 
Festtogether, which UNDP 
partnered on.96 While not specific 
to music (this happens at all 
festivals), the manner in which 
events are created, using sensors 
& cameras, the impact of their 
events on the land they use 
provides adaptable solutions that 
could be rolled out city wide. 
From predicting overused walking 
trails to using wristbands to 
monitor food purchases (and the 
waste that needs collecting from 
them), a festival can be seen as a 
microcosm of a city, whose SDG 
Global Goals are aligned with 
those written in Bristol’s report.

Where Has It Worked?

RED ROCKS SMARTER 
Red Rocks Amphitheatre, owned by Denver 
Arts & Venues, developed the SMARTER 
Sustainable Arts & Venues campaign and has 
taken/is taking the following actions to reduce 
our impact and operate more sustainably. 
The plan is based on waste diversion, water 
conservation and air quality. A switch to low 
flow toilets reduced water consumption by 20% 
in an area with natural water shortages. Their 
plan is one of the more robust in North America 
to protect the land around the venue.97

REVERB LIFE ON LAND
The ”UN Environment Program and REVERB are 
working with musicians to educate and engage 
music fans on environmental issues and identify 
opportunities to mitigate carbon emissions. Artists 
included in the initiative include Fleetwood Mac, 
who feature SDG Content at their concerts. REVERB, 
led by musician Jack Johnson, has “worked with 
venues to conserve energy, reduce food waste and 
single‑use plastic, and support carbon offset projects 
around the world.” All of which is supporting a 
number of Global Goals and the land around them.98

FREQUENCY FESTIVAL (AUSTRIA)
At this festival, your tent plants a tree. For every 
tent that is taken back home from the festival 
and not left at the festival, the organisers plant 
a tree. This is a great incentive that supports 
better personal stewardship at festivals.99

What Can We Do?

For music to help protect life on land, 
we must advocate for the following: 

CROWDSOURCE LIFE ON LAND MUSIC PLANS
All cities, places, parks and areas should have plans 
to better understand how music can be used in 
them. Whether amplified or not, our natural habitat 
is our largest venue, so long as we recognise 
how to use it properly. For areas such as national 
forests or parks that could be turned into venues, 
representatives should welcome plans to propose 
incorporating music in, whether it is through 
recording, live music or community performance. 
But to do so, it must be done by adhering to 
all requirements in SDG #15. Who knows, we 
could create a number of new sustainable music 
venues to inspire, bring together and unite.

INCENTIVISE LIFE ON LAND PROTECTION
Be it through tax incentives or other funding 
mechanisms, the more sustainable a venue is 
in its community and the more it aligns itself 
with SDG #15 and other targets, the more it 
should be given access to incentive programs to 
improve its capacity, product and offer. If we tie 
sustainable development to economic development, 
both sides could benefit from each other.
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Goal #16: 

Peace, 
Justice 
and Strong 
Institutions

What is the goal?  
Promote peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable development, 
provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels

T
he

 S
D

G
s

ccording to the 
UN, “corruption, 
bribery, theft and 

tax evasion cost $1.26 
trillion USD for developing 
countries per year; this 
amount of money could 
be used to lift those who 
are living on less than 
$1.25 a day above $1.25 
for at least six years.”100 
This has been made 
worse by COVID‑19, which 
has led to hundreds of 
millions more falling into 
extreme poverty. Like all 
industries, corruption and 
bribery pose challenges 
in music. According to 
the Institute for Policy 
Innovation, piracy cost the 
music industry $12.5bn 
USD per year at its 
height, with 71,060 jobs 
lost in the US alone.101

In countries with few 
working mechanisms to 
protect intellectual property 
and workers rights, these 
issues are compounded 
further, as jobs cannot 
be created if there are 
limited systems in place to 
support them. The complex 
ecosystem that underpins 
the music economy and its 
global players can provide 
solutions and lessons 
to secure peace, justice 
and better institutions 
worldwide. According 
to the Journal of Music 
quoting an article by UK 
Music Managers Forum 
CEO Annabella Coldrick, 
“‘If the global music 
publishing business were a 
house its plumbing would 
be the leakiest, most 
bizarre, inefficient and 
complicated imaginable.”102 

Instituting, understanding 
and reinforcing these 
institutions in music would 
provide a silent economic 
stream for millions of 
creators worldwide, but 
to function this requires 
justice policies that do not 
exist in many countries. 

As stated in drill music 
documentary Terms and 
Conditions, “Art is art, 
freedom of speech is 
freedom of speech, crime is 
crime – what we must not 
do is blur them into one. If 
someone is inciting violence 
or someone is committing 
a crime, then the police 
should do their job. What 
seems to be happening is 
this grey area is created 
when your content has this 
kind of energy, it’s assumed 
it is inciting violence.”103

A
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WHICH TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET?

16.5 

Substantially reduce 
corruption and bribery 
in all their forms.

16.7

Ensure responsive, 
inclusive, participatory 
and representative 
decision‑making 
at all levels.

16.8

Broaden and strengthen 
the participation of 
developing countries 
in the institutions of 
global governance.

How Does Music 
Promote Peace, 
Justice and Strong 
Institutions?

INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY REVENUE
Music relies on the registration, 
reporting of intellectual 
work. The work needs to be 
representative of the creators 
and performers on the track and 
systems need to exist to know 
when music has been used in 
what capacity, so the money 
ends up in the wallets of those 
who created and performed 
on it. In many countries, these 
systems do not exist. This 
removes economic opportunities 
to lift oneself from poverty and 
promote theft over fair use.

HARM REDUCTION
Where would the world 
be without John Lennon’s 
Imagine? Or such initiatives 
like Warchild’s concert series 
in the UK that raises millions of 
dollars, or the impact a music 
festival in Myanmar can bring 
to reduce ethnic tensions and 
promote peace.104 Furthermore, 
music can reduce knife crime 
and gang affiliation,105 or be 
used in Colombia to reduce 
the murder rate.106 With the 
appropriate infrastructure and 
institutional justice behind it, 
music can be a powerful force 
to bring peace to all of us, no 
matter what genre we prefer. 

Where Has It Worked?

UGANDA CHILD SOLDIERS MUSIC 
THERAPY PROGRAM
A program in Gulu, Uganda has used music to 
reacclimate former child soldiers into Ugandan 
society. According to Associated Press, “The 
inadequate response by government and aid groups 
during and after the conflict left many former child 
abductees with serious trauma, said Collins Kisembo, 
project manager for YOLRED’s music therapy 
program. Many are withdrawn, isolated, filled with 
anger. Where words fail them, music has helped. 
“You realize that somebody now is trying to speak 
the message in himself,” said Kisembo, who trained 
as a psychologist after working in a local school.107

MUSIC IN PRISONS
There are many music programs across penitentiaries 
in North America and Europe, but few exist in 
the developing world. From the UK’s Irene Taylor 
Trust and Changing Tunes to the United States’ 
National Criminal Justice Arts Alliance, music is 
being used as a tool to reduce offending rates.108 
But there’s no global initiative to ensure all prisons 
have music programs. Using these are examples, 
we can promote music’s role in harm reduction 
and rehabilitation in prisons around the world.

IN PLACE OF WAR
Pioneering program that has built studios and 
rehearsal spaces in conflict areas around the world, 
including in Colombia, South Africa and Uganda.109

What Can We Do?

INCLUDE MUSIC PROGRAMS IN ALL 
HARM REDUCTION STRATEGIES
Music is a proven tool that can be used to promote 
restorative justice. Ensure music and art programs 
are funded in prisons and rehabilitation centres; 
ensure there are adequate music programs 
in refugee camps and within other displaced 
communities. Widespread inclusion of music, 
song and dance has mental health and wellbeing 
benefits, can instill a sense of self worth and 
reduce the cost on justice institutions, as one 
with self worth often leads to less crime.110

ENSURE GLOBAL COPYRIGHT IS RESPECTED
Using the power, research and capacity of 
WIPO, UNCTAD and other organisations, the UN 
and its intergovernmental agency partners can 
take a more active role in ensuring all nations 
around the world have strong, transparent and 
equal intellectual property rights management 
systems. Only when artists and creators are paid 
fairly no matter where they live and what they 
look like can we begin to achieve SDG #16.
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Goal #17: 

Partnerships 
to achieve  
the Goal

What is the goal?  
Revitalize the global partnership 
for sustainable development

T
he

 S
D

G
s

usic is the 
ultimate 
value‑add. When 

music is included, nothing 
is ever taken away. When 
music hits, you feel 
no pain. One person’s 
success with a track does 
not mean another person 
has less opportunities for 
the same fate. Including 
music in one school does 
not depreciate the school 
down the road’s ability to 
teach music. Having music 
at a reception does not 
reduce the impact of the 
message the organiser 
is focused on delivering. 
Someone enjoying a 
YouTube music video in 
the Bahamas does not 
mean there’s less music 
for another aficionado 
in the Philippines.

But the structures, 
regulations, ordinances, 
laws and resolutions 
to ensure that music is 
included as a partner 
in a simple, accessible 
manner is not optimised 
to meet the Global Goals. 
When certain genres are 
funded and others are 
criminalised, racial, ethnic 
and gender boundaries 
increase despite music 
being a tool to remove them. 
The global partnership for 
sustainable development 
should include music at its 
core – whether its featuring 
music at high level summits 
to build greater cultural 
ties (so long artists are paid 
for their performance), 
creating festivals and the 
infrastructure to support 
them across sustainable 

urban development 
practices, or ensuring the 
supply chain in music (a 
series of partnerships in 
and of themselves) is as 
sustainable as possible, 
music has a role to play. 
It’s all there for us to take 
advantage of through music.

M
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WHICH TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET?

17.3 

Mobilize additional 
financial resources for 
developing countries 
from multiple sources.

17.5

Adopt and implement 
investment promotion 
regimes for least 
developed countries.

Where Has It Worked?

EVERYWHERE 
From using music to attract investment to music 
being a tool for sustainable tourism, countless 
examples exist of music being included across 
industries through partnerships to make places, 
people and institutions better. Music, like all 
of us, are products of globalisation. A form of 
music can be invented in one place, developed 
in another, perfected in another and consumed 
around the world. Take traditional Hawaiian steel 
guitar music, featured in the Disney film Moana. 
It originated in Maluku Province, Indonesia.111 
It was developed in Hawaii but turned into a 
valuable economic asset, through partnerships, 
in California. And now it is consumed all over the 
world. Every genre has its own story. Every sound 
has a purpose. It is time for us to use it to meet 
the sustainable development Global Goals.

What Can We Do?

For music to develop partnerships 
to achieve the Global Goals, we 
must advocate for the following: 

MUSIC INVESTMENT MUST 
FEATURE IN RECOVERY
We must not go back to the way things were. 
We must improve. This starts with being 
intentional. Providing a voice. Creating a policy. 
All economic recovery funding must include 
investing in the wider music and cultural 
ecosystem. This is how we will build back better.

CREATE A MUSIC AND SDG 
GLOBAL OBSERVATORY
This guide should become its own office, within 
the UN Office of Global Goals, to create a clear 
set of monitoring processes across the targets 
and indicators, to support all countries, cities 
and organisations that wish to use music to 
meet the Global Goals. We have already taken 
the first step towards setting the road map 
of change for the music industry by creating 
the SDG Music Network. Get in touch.

CREATE A GLOBAL MUSIC 
DEVELOPMENT BANK
Music rights, as discussed, are one of the 
most lucrative alternative investments in 2021. 
They should become incorporated into impact 
infrastructure investment, through the creation 
of a Music Development Bank, or a distinct music 
department within an existing development bank.

The SDGs The SDGs

How Can Music 
Revitalise 
Partnerships? 

CREATE MUSIC 
CITIES POLICIES
To meet the Global Goals and 
establish greater partnerships, 
music must have a voice in wider 
civic conversation, including 
how overall strategic decisions 
are made around allocation 
of resources, development, 
health and education. Few 
places have music policies that 
institute – deliberately and 
intentionally – the role of music 
in urban governance. This must 
change, so there’s a path for all 
partners to engage with music.

INCORPORATE MUSIC 
POLICIES AND EXPERTISE 
INTO SDG OFFICES
For those countries with SDG 
Offices or cities engaging in 
implementing their Voluntary 
Local Plans (VLP), incorporating 
music expertise – via a musician, 
artist or music professional 
on the committee, board or 
commission making decisions, 
will uncover new opportunities 
to meet the challenges of 
our time, and through that, 
the Global Goals by 2030.
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On the following pages,  
we have summarised 
every initiative and idea to 
take forward so music can 
become a more engaged 
and impactful partner to 
meet the Global Goals.
But the first thing we must do, before any 
action is taken, is to change how we think 
about music. Music is much more than 
entertainment. It is a growth economy. 
It is a lifeline. It is a communicator. It is 
a powerful tool to bring us together. So 
next time you listen to your favourite song, 
or when we’re all able to go back to a gig 
or a festival, remember and harness the 
power of what’s around you. It’s not just 
the song. It’s an artform that when we all 
work together, can change the world.

Let’s Get Started

Let’s Get Started Let’s Get Started

Photo: © Mónica Suárez Galindo/PNUD Perú
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GLOBAL GOAL #1 
End Poverty In All 
Forms Everywhere

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Widens the value of 

Intellectual Property 
• Engages Youth
• Expands Expression

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Ensure Robust 

intellectual property 
regulation

• �Establish After School 
Music Programs 
Everywhere

• Ensure Fair Pay

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
1.2 by 2030, reduce 
at least by half the 
proportion of men, women 
and children of all ages 
living in poverty in all its 
dimensions according 
to national definitions.

1.4 by 2030 ensure that 
all men and women, 
particularly the poor 
and the vulnerable, 
have equal rights to 
economic resources, as 
well as access to basic 
services, ownership, and 
control over land and 
other forms of property, 
inheritance, natural 
resources, appropriate 
new technology, and 
financial services 
including microfinance.

GLOBAL GOAL #4 
Quality Education

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music education 

improves all education 
• �Music develops 

cognitive strength
• �Music Improves our memory 

and verbal intelligence

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Make Music Education 

Mandatory
• �Teach What People Listen To

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
4.5 by 2030, eliminate gender 
disparities in education 

and ensure equal access to 
all levels of education and 
vocational training for the 
vulnerable, including persons 
with disabilities, indigenous 
peoples, and children in 
vulnerable situations.

4.7 by 2030 ensure all 
learners acquire knowledge 
and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, 
including among others 
through education for 
sustainable development 
and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, 
promotion of a culture of 
peace and non‑violence, global 
citizenship, and appreciation 
of cultural diversity and of 
culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development.

GLOBAL GOAL #2 
Zero Hunger

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• Creates Awareness
• �Creates Food Redistribution 

Opportunities

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Foster Better Partnerships
• �Turn Stadiums into Gardens

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
2.1 by 2030 end hunger and 
ensure access by all people, 
in particular the poor and 
people in vulnerable situations 
including infants, to safe, 
nutritious and sufficient 
food all year round.

2.2 by 2030 end all forms 
of malnutrition, including 
achieving by 2025 the 
internationally agreed targets 
on stunting and wasting in 
children under 5 years of age, 
and address the nutritional 
needs of adolescent girls, 
pregnant and lactating 
women, and older persons.

GLOBAL GOAL #5 
Gender Equality

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Provides educational 

opportunities for 
women and girls 

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Monitor Gender Balance 

Across All Music Sectors
• �Provide More Educational 

Opportunities for 
Women in Music

• �Stamp Out All 
Harassment

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
5.5 ensure women’s full 
and effective participation 
and equal opportunities 
for leadership at all 
levels of decision‑making 
in political, economic, 
and public life.

5.A undertake reforms to 
give women equal rights 
to economic resources, 
as well as access to 
ownership and control over 
land and other forms of 
property, financial services, 
inheritance, and natural 
resources in accordance 
with national laws.

GLOBAL GOAL #3 
Good Health and Wellbeing

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• It Helps Us Live Longer
• It Reduces Stress

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Establish Music and 

Wellbeing Policies
• �Create Music Programs in 

All Senior & Care Facilities
• �Foster Partnerships with 

Insurers and Phone Providers
• �Incorporate Music 

and Wellbeing into 
COVID Recovery

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
3.8 achieve universal health 
coverage (UHC), including 
financial risk protection, 
access to quality essential 
health care services, and 
access to safe, effective, 
quality, and affordable 
essential medicines 
and vaccines for all.

3.D strengthen the capacity 
of all countries, particularly 
developing countries, for 
early warning, risk reduction, 
and management of national 
and global health risks.

GLOBAL GOAL #6 
Clean Water and Sanitation

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Festival infrastructure can 

support water provision
• �Lead by example: Ban Plastic 

Water Bottles At Festivals

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Go to festivals and music venues that 

monitor and manage their impacts

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
6.4 by 2030, substantially increase 
water‑use efficiency across all sectors and 
ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply 
of freshwater to address water scarcity, 
and substantially reduce the number of 
people suffering from water scarcity.

6.B support and strengthen the participation 
of local communities for improving 
water and sanitation management.
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GLOBAL GOAL #7 
Affordable and 
Clean Energy

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Lead By 

Example In Regards 
To Events

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Create Policies to 

Promote Renewable 
Energy in Music Venues

• �Use Sustainable Festival 
Infrastructure To 
Promote Sustainable 
Infrastructure

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
7.2 increase substantially 
the share of renewable 
energy in the global 
energy mix by 2030.

7.3 double the global rate 
of improvement in energy 
efficiency by 2030.

GLOBAL GOAL #10 
Reduced Inequalities

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Is A Tool to 

Amplify marginalised 
voices

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Make Music Development 

Programs Permanent 
In All Communities

• �Make Music Support 
Genre Agnostic

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
10.2 by 2030 empower 
and promote the social, 
economic and political 
inclusion of all irrespective 
of age, sex, disability, race, 
ethnicity, origin, religion or 
economic or other status.

10.3 ensure equal 
opportunity and reduce 
inequalities of outcome, 
including through 
eliminating discriminatory 
laws, policies and practices 
and promoting appropriate 
legislation, policies and 
actions in this regard.

GLOBAL GOAL #8 
Decent Work and 
Economic Growth

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �It Creates Wealth By 

Recognising The Value 
of Music Rights

• �It Diversifies Economies

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Ensure all governments have 

functioning, transparent 
copyright societies

• �Recognise all artists 
as small businesses

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
8.2 achieve higher levels of 
productivity of economies 
through diversification, 
technological upgrading and 
innovation, including through 
a focus on high value added 
and labor‑intensive sectors.

8.3 promote 
development‑oriented policies 
that support productive 
activities, decent job 
creation, entrepreneurship, 
creativity and innovation, and 
encourage formalization and 
growth of micro-, small- and 
medium-sized enterprises 
including through access 
to financial services.

GLOBAL GOAL #12 
Responsible Production

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Foster Digital Transformation 

and Sustainable supply chains

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Develop Responsible Music Ecosystem 

Production and Consumption Charter

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
12.5 by 2030, substantially reduce 
waste generation through prevention, 
reduction, recycling, and reuse.

12.8 by 2030 ensure that people 
everywhere have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable development 
and lifestyles in harmony with nature.

GLOBAL GOAL #9 
Industry, Innovation, Infrastructure

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �It Creates Wealth and Social Benefit 

through Creating More Offline Experiences
• �Promotes the Need for 

Access to the Internet

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Pass Resolutions To Promote 

Cultural Infrastructure Plans

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
9.2 promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization, and by 2030 raise 
significantly industry’s share of employment 
and GDP in line with national circumstances, 
and double its share in LDCs.

9.C significantly increase access to ICT and 
strive to provide universal and affordable 
access to internet in LDCs by 2020.

GLOBAL GOAL #11 
Sustainable Cities

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• Music Supports Resilience Planning
• Music is A Conflict resolution Tool

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Develop Music Tourism Strategies 

In Every Place, Everywhere
• �Mandate Resilience Strategies 

At All Public Venues

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
11.3 by 2030 enhance inclusive and 
sustainable urbanization and capacities 
for participatory, integrated and 
sustainable human settlement planning 
and management in all countries.

11.4 strengthen efforts to protect 
and safeguard the world’s cultural 
and natural heritage.
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GLOBAL GOAL #13 
Climate Action

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Lead 

In Developing 
Cross‑industry alliances

• �Music Can Help 
Standardise Climate 
Positive Processes

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Attach Public Funding 

Requirements to 
Climate Action

• �Stop All Public 
Investment In Firms Who 
Do Not Take Action

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
13.2 integrate climate 
change measures 
into national policies, 
strategies, and planning.

13.3 improve education, 
awareness raising and 
human and institutional 
capacity on climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, 
impact reduction, 
and early warning.

GLOBAL GOAL #16 
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Increase Wealth 

Though Intellectual Property
• �Music Supports Rehabilitation, 

Reconciliation and Harm Reduction

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Include Music Programs in All 

Harm Reduction Strategies
• �Ensure Global Copyright Is Respected

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
16.5 substantially reduce corruption 
and bribery in all its forms.

16.7 ensure responsive, inclusive, 
participatory and representative 
decision‑making at all levels.

16.8 broaden and strengthen the 
participation of developing countries in 
the institutions of global governance.

GLOBAL GOAL #14 
Life Below Water

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Lead Advocacy 

and Fundraising
• �Responsible Music Tourism 

Foster Responsible Tourists

WHAT DO WE 
NEED TO DO?
• �Develop Island Music 

Tourism Plans

WHAT TARGETS 
WILL WE MEET
14.7 by 2030 increase 
the economic benefits to 
Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) and Least 
Developed Countries 
(LDC) from the sustainable 
use of marine resources, 
including through sustainable 
management of fisheries, 
aquaculture and tourism.

GLOBAL GOAL #15 
Life On Land

HOW DOES MUSIC SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music Can Help Monitor Resource Tracking

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Crowdsource Life on Land Music Plans
• �Incentivise Life on Land Protection

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
15.6 ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
arising from the utilization of genetic resources, and 
promote appropriate access to genetic resources.

GLOBAL GOAL #17 
Partnerships

HOW DOES MUSIC 
SUPPORT EACH SDG?
• �Music is the Ultimate Partnership 

Tool In Cities and Places
• �Incorporate Music Policies and 

Expertise Into SDG Offices

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• �Music Investment Must Feature In Recovery
• �Create a Music and SDG 

Global Observatory
• �Create a Global Music Development Bank

WHAT TARGETS WILL WE MEET
17.3 mobilize additional financial 
resources for developing countries 
from multiple sources.

17.5 adopt and implement investment 
promotion regimes for LDCs.

Photo: © Adobe Stock/oscity
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t starts with one 
decision. One choice. 
One conversation. 

Next time you put a record 
on, or press the spacebar 
on your computer to 
start a YouTube video, 
think about the impact 
that music can have 
– on your life, your 
family, your community, 
your ecosystem.
This will take time, but we can 
choose, right now, to use music 
to meet the Global Goals. And 
to support this mindset shift and 
turn us all into agents of change, 
here is our top ten list. Start 
here. Refer back to the guide. 
Join the SDG Music Network. 

Remember that you as an 
individual have the power to 
create change. Speak to your 
colleagues, your elected officials, 
your representatives. Use music 
for the benefit that it is. We 
will all be better off if we do.

And in doing so, lead with 
these 10 key actions. Each, if 
implemented, will make society 
fairer, more equitable and 
wealthier. Each will ensure 
decisions are made on behalf 
of everyone. Start now.

I

Let’s Get Started Let’s Get Started

Where Do We Go 
From Here?
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10 Key Actions for Individuals, 
Cities, Governments, Civic 
Institutions, NGOs and You:
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1. Develop national, 
regional and local 
music ecosystem, 
music tourism and 
music cities policies.

2. Support the 
development of 
cultural infrastructure 
and ensure it 
is distributed 
equally amongst 
all communities.

3. Ensure all global 
copyright regulations 
are respected 
so artists and 
musicians get paid.

4. Commit to gender 
equality, including 
more women and 
under-represented 
communities and 
orientations on 
and off-stage, in 
decision making 
and at all levels.

5. Make events, 
touring and music 
production and 
its supply chain 
carbon positive.

6. Ensure music 
is included in all 
health and social 
care policies.

7. Establish music 
and wellbeing policies 
and incorporate 
them into COVID 
recovery budgets.

8. Make music 
education global, in 
all national, regional 
and local curriculums 
and available to 
all citizens.

9. Promote inclusive 
music access across 
all genres and 
disciplines to amplify 
underrepresented 
genres, genders, 
cultures and voices.

10. Foster stronger 
partnerships across 
the music and 
non‑music industries.

COVID-19 is not only 
a wake-up call. It is 
also an opportunity. It 
has demonstrated how 
powerful a community 
is. How powerful and 
important our neighbours 
can be. And how impactful 
music – as a unifier, as 
an economy, as a human 
right – is for all of us. So 
what are you waiting for?
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The Conversation 
Doesn’t End Here

We’ve created the SDG Music Network within the 
Music Cities Community. It’s a space for sharing 
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having a better world by 2030. Meet us there.
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